
LIVING THE CROSS—PART 5 
GROWTH THROUGH SUFFERING 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 7:24-27 
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 
foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of 
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with 
a great crash.” 
 
 
 
 
 

STAND IN GOD’S GRACE 
ROMANS 5:1-2 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope 
of the glory of God.  
 
 
Practice standing on the firm foundation of peace with God, the blessing of His grace, and the hope of God’s 
glory each and every day, no matter our circumstances. 
 
 
REJOICE IN SUFFERING 
ROMANS 5:3-5 
Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  
4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
 
ACTS 5:41 
Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the 
name. 
 
Suffering is an Opportunity: 

• for confusion and asking…WHY 
• for fear and anxiety 
• for complaining 
• for despair 
• for anger and bitterness 
• for blame 

 
Suffering is an Opportunity: 

• for rejoicing 
• for growth 
• for greater trust & dependence on God 
• for deeper fellowship with Jesus 

 
“The weaker I am, the harder I must lean on God's grace; the harder I lean on him, the stronger I discover him 
to be, and the bolder my testimony to his grace.”  

- Joni Eareckson Tada 
 

There is a way to suffer that brings glory to God and causes us to grow. 
Because of what Jesus has done, we can choose this way. 


