
LIVING THE CROSS—PART 4 
OBEDIENCE THROUGH SUFFERING 
 
 
 
 
HEBREWS 5:7-9 
During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and 
petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 
Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 
and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation 
for all who obey him 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPROACH GOD WITH CONFIDENCE 
HEBREWS 4:14-16 
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly 
to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.  
16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time of need. 
 
 
God is with us in the dark valleys of our suffering. 
 
 
SUFFERING: NOW OR LATER? 
HEBREWS 4:15 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.  
 
HEBREWS 5:8 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.  
 
Bad habits are easy to form and hard to live with.  
Good habits are hard to form and easy to live with. 
 
Suffering for our choices is unavoidable.  
Our choice is to suffer the difficulty of obedience now  
  or the disappointment of disobedience later. 
 
 
SUFFERING: NOW OR LATER? 
PHILIPPIANS 3:10-11 
I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like 
him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 
 


