
GOOD NEIGHBORS—PART 2 

BE AVAILABLE 
 
LOVE IS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
MARK 12:29-31 
“The most important commandment,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, 
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 
 
We cannot love without investing time.  
We gladly spend time on that which we love. 
Developing a life of neighbor-love will depend far more on our 
availability than our ability. 
 
 

BE SHAPED BY OUR FATHER’S LOVE 
1 JOHN 4:7, 10-12, 16 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and 
knows God.  
10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.  
11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we 
love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 
God in them.  
 
We learn to love God and neighbors by experiencing our Father’s love. 
 
SEE, STOP, SERVE 
ACTS 3:1-8 
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a 
man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every 
day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked 
them for money.  
4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!”  
5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. 
6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became 
strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and 
jumping, and praising God. 
 
What is your attitude toward interruptions to your plans? 
Jesus was frequently interrupted by people in need. He responded with attentiveness and care. 
Peter and John had been deeply influenced by Jesus. They understood this interruption was an opportunity 
to show neighbor-love. 
 
BECOME GENEROUS WITH YOUR TIME 
ACTS 2:42-47 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had 
need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 
If we want to love God we must be available to God. We must be present with God. We must focus our 
attention on God. We must have time for God. 
If we want to love neighbors we must be available to them. We must be present with them. We must focus on 
them. We must have time for neighbors. 


